CHUA NHAT THU 2 MUA VONG A

MEMORY VERSE
| am baptizing you with water, for repentance,
but the one who is coming after me is mightier
than I. I am not worthy to carry his sandals.

Mt 3:11

HOC THUOC LONG
Toi, t6i lam phép rda cho cdc anh trong nudc
dé giuc long cdc anh sam héi. Con Dang dén
sau téi thi quyén thé hon 16i, t16i khong ddang
xach dép cho Ngudi.
Mt 3,11



FIRST READING
(Is 11:1-10)

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah:

On that day, a shoot shall sprout from the
stump of Jesse, and from his roots a bud shall
blossom. The spirit of the LORD shall rest upon
him: a spirit of wisdom and of understanding, a
spirit of counsel and of strength, a spirit of
knowledge and of fear of the LORD, and his
delight shall be the fear of the LORD. Not by
appearance shall he judge, nor by hearsay
shall he decide, but he shall judge the poor
with justice, and decide aright for the land’s
afflicted. He shall strike the ruthless with the rod
of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he
shall slay the wicked. Justice shall be the band
around his waist, and faithfulness a belt upon
his hips. Then the wolf shall be a guest of the
lomb, and the leopard shall lie down with the
kid; the calf and the young lion shall browse
together, with a littfle child fo guide them. The
cow and the bear shall be neighbors, together
their young shall rest; the lion shall eat hay like
the ox. The baby shall play by the cobra’s den,
and the child lay his hand on the adder’s Iair.
There shall be no harm or ruin on all my holy
mountain; for the earth shall be filled with
knowledge of the LORD, as water covers the
sea. On that day, the root of Jesse, set up as a
signal for the nations, the Gentiles shall seek
out, for his dwelling shall be glorious.

The Word of the Lord.

BAI DOC |
(Is 11,1-10)

Trich Sach Tién Tri I-sa-i-a:

Ngdy dy, t&r géc t6 Gie-sé, s& dam ra mot
NhAnh Nhd, ttr coi ré dy, s& moc 1én mot mém
non. Than khi Bac Chua sé ngu frén vi ndy:
than khi khén ngoan va minh mén, than khi
muu lugc va dang manh, than khi hiéu biét va
kinh so Bdc Chua. Long kinh so Bdac Chua lam
cho Ngudi hing thu, Ngudi s& khong xét x&
theo ddang vé bén ngodi, cing khéng phdn
quyét theo 16i ké khdac ndi, nhung xét x&r cong
minh cho ngudi thdp cd bé miéng, va phdn
quyét vo tu bénh ké nghéo trong xu s&. Loi
Ngudi ndi Ia cdy roi danh vdo xt s&, hoi miéng
thd ra giét chét ké gian t&. Dai thdt ngang
lung I& didc cong chinh, gidi budc bén sudn I
duc fin thanh. Bay gid sdi s&é & véi chién con,
beo Nndm bén dé nho. Bd to va su & non duoc
nuodi chung véi nhau, mét cdu bé sé chan dat
chung. Bo cadi két than cung gdu cdi, con cla
chung ndm chung mot chd, su t&r cing an
rom nhu bo. Bé tho con dang bu gidn choi
bén hang rdn luc, tré tho vira cai stta thoc tay
vao & rdn hd mang. $& khoéng con ai tac hai
va tan phd trén khdp ndi thanh cla Ta, vi su
hidu biét Duc Chua sé tran ngdp dat nay,
cung nhu nudc 1dp day 1dong bién. Dén ngay
doé, coi ré Gie-sé s& dimg 1én 1am c& hiéu cho
cdc dan. Cdc dan toc sé tim kiém Ngudi, va
noi Ngudi ngu sé ruc ré vinh quang.

DS 1a Ldi Chua.



SECOND READING
(Rom 15:4-9)

A Reading from the Lefter of Saint Paul o
Romans:

Brothers and sisters: Whatever was written
previously was written for our instruction, that
by endurance and by the encouragement of
the Scriptures we might have hope. May the
God of endurance and encouragement grant
you to think in harmony with one another, in
keeping with Christ Jesus, that with one
accord you may with one voice glorify the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Chirist.

Welcome one another, then, as Christ
welcomed you, for the glory of God. For | say
that Christ became a minister of the
circumcised to show God’s fruthfulness, to
confirm the promises to the patriarchs, but so
that the Genfiles might glorify God for his
mercy. As it is written: Therefore, | will praise
you among the Genfiles and sing praises fo
your name.

The Word of the Lord.

BAI DOC I
(Rm 15,4-9)

Trich Thu Cla Thanh Phao-l6 Tong D6 GUi Tin
Hdu R6-ma:

Thua anh em, moi I6i xua dd chép trong Kinh
Thdanh, déu duoc chép dé day dd chung ta.
Nhing 16i dy Idm cho chung ta nén kién nhan,
va an Ui chung ta, dé nhd dé chung ta ving
ldong tréng cdy. Xin Thién Chaa Id ngudn kién
nhdn va an Ui, Idm cho anh em dugc déng
tadm nhat tri véi nhau, nhu Duc Kitd Giésu doi
hoi. Nh& dé, anh em sé c6 thé higp y dong
thanh ma té6n vinh Thién Chua, 1d Thédn Phu
Duc Giésu Kitd, Chua chung ta. Vay, anh em
hay dén nhdn nhau, nhu Plac Kité da don
nhan anh em, dé 1am rang danh Thién Chua.
That vay, 16i xin qud quyét: Duc Kitd cd dén
phuc vu nhimg ngudi duoc cdt bi, dé thuc
hién nhimg gi Thién Chuda da huaa véi 18 tién
ho, doé Ia do I6ng trung thanh cla Thién Chua.
Con cdac ddan ngoai cod dugc tén vinh Thién
Chua, thi do la do 1dng thuong xét clia Ngudi,
nhu co 161 chép: Vi thé gida mudn dén con
cdt loi cdm ta, déng diéu hat cung ddn ca
mung danh thanh Chua.

D6 Ia Léi Chua.



GOSPEL
(Mt 3:1-12)

The Gospel According to St. Matthew:

John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the
desert of Judea and saying, "Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand!” It was of him
that the prophet Isaiah had spoken when he
said: A voice of one crying out in the desert,
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his
paths. John wore clothing made of camel’s
hair and had a leather belt around his waist.
His food was locusts and wild honey. At that
tfime Jerusalem, all Judea, and the whole
region around the Jordan were going out to
him and were being baptized by him in the
Jordan River as they acknowledged their sins.

When he saw many of the Pharisees and
Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said o
them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you
to flee from the coming wrath? Produce good
fruit as evidence of your repentance. And do
not presume to say to yourselves, "We have
Abraham as our father.” For | tell you, God can
raise up children to Abraham from these
stones. Even now the ax lies at the root of the
trees. Therefore every tree that does not bear
good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the
fire. | am baptizihg you with water, for
repentance, but the one who is coming after
me is mightier than |. | am not worthy to carry
his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in his hand.
He will clear his threshing floor and gather his
wheat info his barn, but the chaff he will burn
with unquenchable fire.”

The Word of the Lord.

PHUC AM
(Mt 24,37-44)
Tin Ming Chuda Giésu theo Thadnh Mdat-théu:

HOI dy, 6ng Gio-an Tdy Gid dén rao gidng
trong hoang dia mién Giu-dé réng: “Anh em
hay sadm héi, vi Nudc Trai da dén gan.” Ong
chinh I& ngudi d& dugc ngdn s |-sai-a Noi 16i:
Co tiéng nguoi ho frong hoang dia: Hay don
san con duong cho Puc Chda, sua 16 cho
thang dé Nguoi di. Ong Gio-an mdc do léng
lac da, thdt lung bdng day da, 18y chdu chdu
va mdat ong ring lam thdc an. Bdy gid, ngudi
ta ti Gié-ru-sa-lem va khdp mién Giu-dé, clng
kndp ving ven séong Gio-dan, kéo dén voi
ong. Ho thu t6i, va éng lam phép rda cho ho
frong séng Gio-dan.

Thdy nhiéu ngudi thudc phdi Pha-ri-séu va phdi
Xa-déc dén chiu phép ria, ong noéi véi ho
rang: “Noi radn déc kia, ai da chi cho cdc anh
cdch trén con thinh nd clda Thién Chua sdp
gidng xudéng vay? Cdc anh hdy sinh hoa qud
dé chung 14 Idng sam héi. Bung tudng cé thé
bdo minh ré&ng: ‘Chang ta da cé t6 phu Ap-ra-
ham.” Vi, t6i néi cho cdc anh hay, Thién Chua
c6 thé Iam cho nhimg hon dd ndy trd nén con
chdu 6ng Ap-ra-ham. Cdi riu da dat sat géc
cay: bdt ci céy ndo khoéng sinh qud t6t déu bi
chat di va qudng vado Ida. Toéi, t6i Iam phép
rlra cho cdc anh frong nudc dé giuc long cdc
anh sdm héi. Con Bang dén sau toi thi quyén
thé hon t6i, t6i khong ddng xdch dép cho
Ngudi. Ngudi sé Iam phép rda cho cdc anh
trong Thanh Than va Ida. Tay Ngudi cdm nia,
Ngudi sé ré sach Ita trong san: thoc mdy thi
thu véo kho I&m, con thoc 1ép thi bd vao ITa
khong hé tat ma dét di.”

Do Ia Léi Chua.



Fill in the B4

John wore clothing made of and had a leather belt around his waist. His
food was and wild

Even now the ax lies at the root of the trees. Therefore every tree that does not bear

2 will be and thrown info the

TRUE 0R FALSE

3. The baptism of John is a sign of repentance, cannot forgive sins.
4, The baptism today forgives all sins.

UNDERLINE the correct answer(s)

John the Baptist said: *...the one who is coming affer me is mightier
than I. | am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire.” Who is this person?

Jesus.

Holy Spirit,

Saint Peter,

Pope Francis.

00>

According to John the Baptist, what is an evidence of repentance?

Go to church,

Go to confession.
Produce good fruit.
Produce apples.

O0® >



Didn vio chd TRUNG

: Ong Gio-an mdc do , thdt lung béng day da, I1ay va
' lam thdc an.

5 Cdi riu da dat sat goc cdy: bat cdr cdy ndo khéng sinh déu bi
' va qudng vao

DUNG Hay SAI

3. Phép rira clia Gioan Ia ddu chi clia 1dng sam héi, khong thé tha toi.

4, Phép ria t6i ngdy nay tha tat cd cac toi.

GACH DUOI cau tra lai dang:

Ong Gioan Tdy Gid ndi: "Con Bang dén sau téi thi quyén thé hon t6i,
t6i khong ddng xdch dép cho Ngudi. Ngudi sé lam phép ria cho
cdc anh trong Thanh Than va Ida.” Ngudi ndy 1a ai?

Chua Giésu.

Chua Thanh Thén.

Thanh Phéro.

buc Gido Hoang Phan-xi-co.

00>

Theo ong Gioan Tdy Gid, dau Ia ddu chi ciia Idng sam hai?

Dinhad tho.

Di xung 1oi.

Hay sinh hoa qud 16t.
Hay sinh tdo ngon.

O0® >
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MEMORY VERSE
| am baptizing you with water, for repentance,
but the one who is coming after me is mightier
than I. | am not worthy to carry his sandals.

Mt 3:11

HOC THUOC LONG
Toi, t6i Iam phép rda cho cdc anh trong nudc
dé giuc ldng cdac anh sam héi. Con Bang dén
sau toi thi quyén thé hon 16i, t6i khong ddng
xdch dép cho Ngudi.

Mt 3,11
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REFLECTIONS



FIRST READING

If a nature show on TV depicted wolves playing with lamibs, .
cows and bears living next door to each other, and a litfle Wow can we leave the J"dg'"g
baby romping with a deadly serpent, what would you think? | to Jesus, especially during
These unnatural events might make you think you had tuned Advent?

intfo a science fiction program! Or you might wonder whether
you were dreaming.

Isaiah describes the peace that the Messiah will bring by reversing the hostile elements of nature.
The prophet dreams of the day when God’s reign of justice and peace is established over all
creation. That blessed event will become a reality at the end of the world when Jesus comes
again in glory. Consider how you will begin to share now in Isaiah’s vision by helping enemies to
become friends.

We believe that the bud blossoming from the stump of Jesse is Jesus. The beautiful Christrnas
carol Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” is based on the first verse of this reading. Jesus came to us
at Bethlehem; now we look for him to come at the end of fime. Yet how can we be eager for his
coming, knowing that he will judge us? Have you ever felt judged by someone, perhaps judged
wrongly? This will not happen with Jesus: *Not by appearance shall he judge, nor by hearsay
shall he decide.” Jesus urges us not to judge others: how can we leave the judging to Jesus,
especially during Advent? Re-read this passage, and look for your favorite “word-pictures of
peace and justice.” Write them down on an index card. Place the card where you will see it
each day this week.

This is the last verse of *Lo, How a Rose E‘er Blooming.” It is not often sung. Perhaps you would like
to make it your prayer during Advent:

O Savior, child of Mary,

Who felt our human woe,

O Savior, king of glory,

Who dost our weakness know,
Bring us ar length, we pray,

To the bright courfs of heaven,

And fo the endlless day.



SECOND READING

Just as the first reading painted a picture of harmony, this reading reminds us that Jesus came 1o
unite all people under God’s mercy and love. Sometimes we find it easier to wall people out
than to welcome them in. But Paul points out that we can find encouragement and guidance in
God’s word.

“"Accept one another, then, as Christ accepted you.” When does Christ accept you? How does

Christ accept you? How do you show acceptance of others? When are you tempted not o
accept others? What “walls” do you build at these times? How can you plan to take just one
wall down in the coming week?

Acceptance of others does not mean we must agree with everything they do. When we accept
and love others as Christ does, we accept and love their frue selves, even if we cannot agree
with their decisions. Sometimes, for our good and theirs, we
have to separate ourselves from the actions (and sometimes
What can you do or say to show the friendship and companionship) of others. For example, the
acceptance and love for | prodigal father did not leave his farm to follow his wayward
someone who is following q | son But he waited with open arms and open heart for the son

. to return. What can you do or say to show acceptance and
dangerous or self-destructive | |5 for someone who is following a dangerous or self-
pafh? destructive path? How can you keep from following down that
path yourself?

GOSPEL

John the Baptist was one of those preachers who did not mind . .
stepping on people’s toes?even those of the rich and Are your actions of ]usflce,
powerful. His mission was to get people to repent and be | peace, and love speaking loud
baptized before the Messiah arrived. John warns the religious
leaders of his time that they must produce good fruit as proof .
of their conversion. Christmas?

and clear as you prepare for

John the Baptist seems to be a believer in the saying, "Actions speak louder than words.” He tells
the religious leaders of his day, "Give some evidence that you mean to reform.”

John wanted everyone to be ready for the Messiah: no excuses!

How are you getting ready for the Messiah? Are your actions of justice, peace, and love
speaking loud and clear as you prepare for Christmas? Are you really a follower of Christ or are
you just jumping on the Advent-Christmas bandwagon? (A bandwagon is a wagon or “float”
that carries the band in a parade. Someone who “jumps on the bandwagon” wants to be in the
parade but doesn’t want to do the hard walking. He or she just wants to ride along with the
band and enjoy the music!) Take a few quiet moments and ask Saint John the Baptist to suggest
something just, peaceful, and loving that you could do to prepare to celebrate Christmas as a
true follower of Christ. Give some evidence that you mean to be ready! (You may want to join
with a partner to do something special. The more the merrier!)



Immaculate Conception of Mary
December 8™

.

On December 8, we honor the Immaculate Conception of Mary
our Mother.

Our first parents offended God by sinning seriously. Because of
the fall of Adam and Eve, every baby is born into the world with
original sin.

We are all children of our first parents so; we all inherit their sin.
This sin in us is called original sin.

But the Blessed Virgin Mary was given a marvelous gift. She was
conceived in the womb of her mother, St. Anne, without this
original sin.

Our Lady was to be the mother of Jesus, God’s only Son. The evil
one, the devil, should have no power over Mary. There was
never the slightest sin in our all-beautiful mother.

That is why one of the Church’s favorite hymns to Mary is: “You are all-beautiful, O Mary, and
there is no sin in you.”

This great favor that God blessed Our Lady with is called her Immaculate Conception.

One hundred and fifty years ago, in 1854, Pope Pius IX proclaimed to the whole world that there
was no doubt at all that Mary was conceived without sin.

Four years later, she appeared to Bernadette at Lourdes. When St. Bernadette asked the lovely
lady who she was, Mary joined her hands and raised her eyes toward heaven. She said, *l am
the Immaculate Conception.”
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